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Dear Parents, Players and Coaches,
Here is some news and dates for your diaries. 

Parents v Kids.
The last training session before Christmas will be on Sunday 13th December. We will be having Parents v Kids at approx 11:00 -11:30. (So parents get practising!!)Parents please be careful because we do have some very little ones this year and we wouldn’t want any incidents.
 On this day we also plan to do a Christmas raffle between 11.30 and 12.00. If everyone could please bring a raffle prize and some money to buy tickets it would be much appreciated. There will also be cakes and refreshments available.

Message from Pauline (coach)
Now that the weather is turning cold & wet please ensure that you wear appropriate clothing for each Sunday morning training session, this especially applies to the younger hockey players - hat & gloves are essential to keep you warm, in addition to other clothing. If the weather is extremely bad we may venture inside to Coopers school gymnasium, however this is dependant on it being available.
If your son/daughter is in Pauline’s group we ask that they be picked up at 11.30 from this week onwards due to the drop in temperatures.(Except next week when it will be 12.00 due to parents v Kids) Please check inside if we are not on the Astroturf.
On behalf of the Coaches, Administrating team and young leaders of Bicester Foxcubs we wish you all a merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.

Bicester Hockey Clubs Welfare Officer
Dear Fox cubs
I would like to introduce myself to you as Bicester Hockey Club’s (BHC) Welfare Officer. This means that I will be responsible for ensuring that you are all treated how you would want to be by the Coaches, and any other adult with whom you may have contact at the Club.
My own children have been playing hockey at Bicester for 5 years and Caitlin is currently training with the youngest group so I can usually be found at that end of the pitch.
Everyone at BHC wants you to enjoy playing hockey and to have fun so if you have any worries or concerns about how you are spoken too, being treated etc please come and talk to me about it or ask your parents to. If you don’t want to talk to me in person I may be contacted via the web site. 
Obviously I hope that you don’t have many concerns and that you enjoy training and playing but please do come and find me if you are worried about anything at all.
Nicola Laverick
Dear Parents,
For those of you who don’t know me I’ve been associated with Fox cubs through my children for just over 5 years and know that they have enjoyed playing for the club very much – and between them have played at every Junior level the club offers. I am currently training to teach secondary maths and so would hope that the children find me approachable.
If the children, or yourselves, have any concerns regarding their welfare during training or matches please do let me, Andy or Marcia know about them so that we can deal with them promptly.
Policies etc regarding best practice, safeguarding children, etc are available via the clubs website.
Yours faithfully Nicola Laverick
Umpire Opportunities
We hope in the new season to be able to offer any Foxcubs a basic umpiring course. If any Foxcub is interested please let me know.
Leadership
 The Club is keen to support any Foxcub player in Leadership opportunities in which they may be involved in. If any Foxcub is doing D of E or CSLA(Community Sports Leaders Award) we can supply references or give support if necessary, they only have to ask. We are hoping to supply a Leadership Course with Banbury Hockey Club in the future again if you are interested let me know.
When they move to Senior Hockey within the club we encourage them to come back on a Sunday morning to help with Foxcubs.
Clubs First
Andy (Club Development Officer) and I went to the Kassam Stadium to receive the Charter Standards award. It was a very enjoyable evening and we were very proud to receive the award on behalf of Bicester Hockey Club.

Dinner Dance
Bicester Hockey Club will be having a dinner dance on 6th February 2010 at the Great Barn at Aynho.The cost of the tickets are £45.00 each which includes a 3 course dinner, disco raffle and photography’s. If you are interested please let me know.

Tournament

We are planning to hold our own Tournament here at Copper School on 14th March 2010.It is a great opportunity for Bicester Hockey Club to shine and show off the new astro. We are looking for any sponsors or ideas to make this a great day for everyone and to make some money for the Club. We are planning to have a BBQ and refreshments on the day. If you have any suggestions or can offer help it would be very much appreciated.

Membership
Please can I have all membership forms and money in before Christmas. We need the forms for emergency contacts and medical details. I also need them for DOB for the tournament next year so we know what age groups we have.
From time to time photographs may be taken if you don’t want your child to be in them please let us know.

Kit

Hoodies and T-Shirts are available from Try Sports in Dean Court Bicester. Hoodies start at about £13.00 and T- Shirts start at about £5.00-£6.00.



Bicester Area Quicksticks Hockey Festival 2009

The inaugural Bicester Area Quicksticks Hockey Festival for children in Years 5 and 6 took place at The Cooper School on 25 November 2009. The event was organised by Bicester Hockey Club in conjunction with the North Oxfordshire School Sport Partnership. 137 children representing Schools from across Bicester and the outlying villages participated in the Festival. There were 18 teams in the competition from St. Edburg’s, Five Acres, Langford Village, Fringford, Glory Farm, Bure Park, Launton, Southwold, Charlton-on-Otmoor, Brookside and Finmere Primary Schools. Junior and Senior members of Bicester Hockey Club and young leaders from The Cooper School umpired the matches and acted as scorekeepers.

Many of the youngsters involved in the event have been receiving hockey coaching in their schools, provided by Andy Walkey from Bicester Hockey Club, and the Festival provided an ideal opportunity for them to put their skills to the test in a competitive but fun environment. After a series of exciting group matches, Bure Park emerged as Festival winners, defeating Brookside 4-2 in the Final. All of the children received certificates, provided by the North Oxfordshire School Sport Partnership, which were presented by Mal Leather, the President of Bicester Hockey Club.

Gaynor Allen (School Sports Co-ordinator, Cooper School)/Andy Walkey (Bicester Hockey Club).  

  
Next Season
We will be back on Sunday 10th January @10.00- 12.00 for training as normal. Thank you to the parents who came to the Foxcub meeting. The next Foxcub meeting will be on Monday 18th January at 7.30 at the Bure Farm Pub.

 I would just to say thank-you to the Coaches who give up their valuable time on a Sunday morning whatever the weather to pass on their skills and knowledge to the juniors.

 
If you have questions or comments about anything on the newsletter please contact me at www.bicesterhockeyclub.org.uk.




  Marcia.
 
Junior Co-ordinator
Bicester Hockey Club.
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